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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT
to accompany
TOPOGRAPHIC SHEET NOJD
Little Gin and Disappearing Islands
French Frigate Shoals, T.H.
Secalet 1:20,000

AUTHORITY: Instructions of Director dated larch 25, 1928,
LIMITS: Little Gin and Disappearing Islands,

CONTROL:  Control for this survey iz based on three stations
located by triangulation this season.

METHOD The usual method of plene table stadia was used,
almost entirely, except when culs were taken to tangents of reefs.

One set up on each island was all that was required
to complete the topography.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
These are low white coral and sand islands, formed
by the washing of the sand up on the shoal coral reefs, and are
always changing in size and shape, washing away in one place and
building up in another according to the wind and sea. Thersfor
the topography of these islands is not of much value,
The higher part of Little Gin Island is sparsely
covered with a salt grass.
There are & great many birds on this island and they
nest on top of the sand and in holes and in bunches of the grass,’
Disappearing Island is near the outside reef of French
Frigate Shoals, anl when heavy swells are running they will cover
the island with water each time a heavy swell goes by. At times
this island probably washes away to below the water level, to be
built up agein by a change in weather; It probably derived it""‘J
name of Disappearing Igland in this way.
The names of these islands came from the blue print of
the survey of French Frigzte Shoals by the U,5,5, TANAGER in 1923,

Respectml?y/b‘m%

Glbbens,
FRWARDED, approved. C & G Survey.
K. T. Adams,

Chief of Party.
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STATISTICS FOR TOPOGRAPHIC SHEET NO.D.
Little Gin and Disappearing Islands,
French Frigate Shoals, T.H.
TOPOGRAPEIC POSITION,

0 .
BUOY Lat. 23. 40' 360.88  Long. 166° 11" 1269.5m
: (1485) ‘ o (430.7)
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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT
to accompany-

TOPOGRAPHIC SHEET "E" R
. : French Frigate Shoals, T. H.
G¢in, East, Bare, Round Islands and La Perouse Pinnacle.
Scals 1/10,000

DATE OF INSTRUCTIONS: March 25, 1928,

DATE OF SURVEY: July 11, 12, 19 and August 6, 1928,

LIMITS: This sheet was layed out to include La Perouse Pinnacle and Round
Island as the southwest and northwest limits, respectively; to have East Is.-
land and Bare Island near itXs center; and Gin Island near it*s southeast
corner.

CONTROL: The 1928 triangulation stations of the Steamer GUIDE, on {tlp larger
islands, ware the control for this survey,

METHOD: The plene table and stedia method waa used, the table being set up
et a triangulation station on each 1aland and oriented on other triangulation
stations.

The work was done in conjunciion with signal building, and time was
saved by working at points near the ship's anchorages.,

At La Perouse Pinnacle, a set-up was made on the small rock, nine
foot elevation, west of the large rock. The high water line of the large
rock was rodded from a pulling boat, it being otherwise inaccessible, The
locations of the easterly limit amd easterly peak were checked by plane table
cuts from triangulation station ROUND.

The small hydrographic signals, on reefs awash, were located by
plane table cuts for. irmedlate use by hydrographic parties, and were later
located .by triangulation. In some cases this triangulation had no check, but
waa checked by the topographie loeations: The triangulation positiona were
used in plotting the smooth hydrographic sheets,

Soime reefs awash could not be landed on and were logated by the

hydrographers.

GEOGRAPHIC NAMES: The nsmes of islands used on thls sheet are those l:chat‘
appear in the work of the "Tanager Expedition" of the U. S. Navy in 1923-24,
No new names have been asaigned.

LAND-MARKS: La Perouse Pinnacle, with it¥s elevation of 1223 feet, is the
only landmark visible from any distance. When close to the shoml area, the
breakers and the light green color of the water distinguish it from the
deepoer water of dark blue,

GENERAL: La Percuse Pinnacle and the small rock west of it are of volcanic

'A rock, All other islands are of white coral sand that shifts about on coral
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reefs. The shapes and slzes of these islands are constantly changing, under

the action of water currents. In general theyare from 3 to 8 feet in eleva.
tion,

Round Island and East Island have a sparse growth of salt grass,
and hold their general shape better than the others on this sheet,

Respectfully submitted,

= SR - -

LA s B I N ISP IRt ERE ben D iy

Francis By Quinn, Jr. H& G E,

APPROVED 3

KT Q—W e ..».

X. T. Adams, H & G'E, Chief of Party.

ot 2 e o g s A T - o sk

LIST OF PLANE TABLE POSITIONS: .

3 ] [] . Lo
ignal Lag & Loge DM.&QP Remarks

PR 2349 . 08,5

; 5 bann 16 1, pols
166 13 433.3(1265.0)0"’35 er on %, pole on reef

awagh. {unmarksd)

Provcons Aptonm ww«c@/a-ti?_a,«% L frola
Q“/J—'EL eght O ffoks mne dmfor—ty 2 nslirs s
U Prtet  compToionin . %Mw,w.;,;gfv{
g« Aan s okl e ke ohat, Ko sire oo

The Sat Y hog . e oAl A™ fonls emo oot
friacad o Fhe ofset an acneiae o Pov. 3¢ proce §

7 ;?"-7"--—»--«-(..
8‘"“7’?;7.



%

Form i37a
11—5833

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
U. S. COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY

filled in as completely as possible, when the sheet' is for-
warded to the 0ffice.

Field No. .. B__ .

'REGISTER NO. “1‘357[3

Bawaijian \s.

July 11,12,19
st

Scale 1:10,000 Date of survey. August 6 , 1928
Vessel . UeS.Ce & G.3.5, GUIDE___ e
Chief of Party.. ... ... K, T. ADANS, H & G E._

Surveyed by ... FRANCIS B, QUINN, Jr. H& G E.
Inked BYoewooeonoeee... FRANCIS B, QUINN, Jr. H &G E.
Heights in feet above  MT L. to ground to tops of trees
Contour, Approximate contour, Form line interval _ _____. feet
Instructions dated ... ... Mapeh 25 e, 1928
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DEPARTHENT OF COMMERCE
U.S. COAST AHD GEQDETIC SURVEY
v Col. E., Lester Jones, Director

DESCEIFPIVE REPORT
to accompany

TOPOGRAPHIC SHEET NO. F 4367 ¢

Whale, Trig, Tern, and Shark Islands,
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Steamer GUIDE
1928

- K. T. ADRMS
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surveyed by....... Vo Mv OibbOOR :
Inked by......... Ve. Mo Gibbens e
H;aights in feet above____. ............... :to ground 1o tops of trees
Contour, Approximate contour, Form line interval ... __ feet
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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT.
to accompany
TOPOGRAPHIC SHEET NO.F
Whale, Trig, Tern and Shark Islandas,
French Frigate Shoals, T.H.
Scale: 1:20,000

AUTHORITY ¢ Insptructions of Director dated March 25, 1988,
LIMITS:  Whale, Skate, Trig, Tern and Shark Islands.

CONTROL:  Control for this survey is based on six stations
located by triangulation this season,

METHOD ¢ The usual method of plane table stadia was used
almost entirely, except when cuts were taken to tangents of coral
reefs,

One to two setups on each island were all that was
required to complete the topography.

GENFRAL DESCRIPTION:

These are low white coral sand islends, formed by the
washing of the send up on the shoal coral reefs, and are always
chenging in size and shape, washing away in one place and building
up in another, depending on the wind and sea, Therefor the topog-
raphy of these islands is not of much value,

The higher varts of these islands are sparsely covered
with a salt grass, excep?t Skate and Shark Islands, which have no
vegotation, Tern Island is the highest of the islands, with more
vegetation, and is probably the most permanent of the islands.

There are & great many birds on these islands, and
they nest on top of the sand, in holes and bunches of grass.

The names of these islands came from the blue print of
the survey of French Frigaie Shiigls by the U.S.S. TANAGER in 1923,

Respectfully 3%
d

Ve Gibbens,

Al
FORVARDED, approved. C &’G Survey.
K. 7. Adams,

Chief of Pariy.
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STAPISTICS FOR TOPOGRAPHIC SHEET HQ, F.

Whale, Trig, Tern, and Shark Islands,
French Frigate Shoals, T.H.

TOPGGRAPAIC POSITION. ‘
\
Lat. 23° 48’ ~ Buoy planted by ship.
(981.5} ‘
Long. 1669 13°
(485}
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